HEEL

TEAMING WITH WILDLIFE
- a natural investment

OKLAHOMA’S
TEAM WILDLIFE

Formed in support of the Teaming with Wildlife funding initiative
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We are collectively writing you today, in cooperation with the Oklahoma
Department of Wildlife Conservation, to inform you about an exciting national initiative
that will be coming before Congress soon. This initiative, called “Teaming with
Wildlife,” is finally taking a look at providing much-needed funds for wildlife and the
outdoors.

The needs facing Oklahoma’s outdoor resources are great: many of our beloved
wildlife species, including the Texas homned lizard and scissor-tailed flycatcher, are
drastically declining. Wildlife habitat and natural areas continue to be lost Lo home
subdivisions, agriculture and other developments. Many state and local parks are
unable to upgrade basic trail systems for hikers, bikers and other recreational users.
And our children are growing up without an appreciation of the wild places you and I
take for granted. We need a solution to help balance the development, recreational and
economic needs with those of our native wildlife so we can pass on our wealth of
wildlife diversity to successive generations. Finding and implementing these solutions
is what Teaming with Wildlife will provide.

As proposed, Teaming with Wildlife would raise up to $350 million annually, of
which $5.5 million would return to Oklahoma. By law, these funds could only be spent
on programs emphasizing wildlife diversity conservation, outdoor recreation and
environmental education. The manies for these new programs would come from a small
user fee, or excise tax, of one-quarter to 5 percent set on the manufaciurer’s {not
wholesale or retail) price of various outdoor products, including camping equipment,
bird seed and houses, optical equipment, film and photography equipment, off-road
bikes and recreational vehicles.

Teaming with Wildlife is pattemed after two of the most successful conservation
funding methods ever, called the Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration Acts. These
programs have been in existence for the past 60 years and have a successful track
record. Their funds also have never been misappropriated by Cangress, because the
guidelines governing their use have been written so specifically.

By assessing a sirnilar, self-inposed excise tax on hunting and fishing equipment,
sportsmen have raised billions of dollars for their needs. The successes speak for
themselves. In 1910, Oklahoma had about 500 deer, what would have been considered
endangered if appiied under current circumstances; Oklahoma deer now number more
than 150,000. Other populations that have increased include wild turkey, bass and
Canada geese. Also, more than 900,000 acres are now in public ownership by the
Wildlife Department due to the Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration funds. These areas
aren’t just used by hunters and anglers; they are used by all outdoor users.

We bring up these exampies to say that if hunters and anglers can use this type of
funding mechanism for their sport, we can do the same thing for our outdoor interests,
whatever they may be. Funds dedicated to the outdoors are at an all-time low, but
Teaming with Wildlife's passage by Congress would solve this problem.



aming with Wildlife is good for the resource. What good are the ontdoors without wildlife, plants and fresh
ater? Teaming with Wildlife funds would go to research and protect rare and unique wildlife, such as Texas horned
lizards and bats, to keep them from being listed as threatened or endangered and avoid expensive conservation measures.
- Funds also would keep common wildlife common so that our children and grandchildren also can appreciate them.
2) Teaming with Wildlife is good for outdoor users. Funds would go toward the purchase and lease of property and
* access for a variety of outdoor uses, from biking to hiking to bird watching to canoeing. This would drastically increase
~ the amount of area available to outdoor users and would provide more solitary experiences for everyone.
. 3) Teaming with Wildlife is good for outdoor businesses. With more areas available to recreate outdoors, more
people will become outdoor users. This in turn means they will purchase more products from outdoor businesses and
possibly become interested in other activities as they learn about them from other outdeorsmen.

As outdoor users and businesses ourselves, these are a few of the reasons why we have endorsed Teaming with
Wildlife, and why we encourage you to join us. Don’t miss this chance to be a conservation leader in our state; refurn
the attached endorsement form today to the Wildiife Department. You’ll join more than 2,400 other groups across the
nation who support this concept and are interested in providing more funds for wildlife and outdoor recreation.

. The attached newsletter, produced by the Wildlife Department, contains more information on Teaming with Wildlife
and about different programs that would benefit from the initiative’s passage. The enclosed Oklahoma Watchable
Wildlife Guide 1s an example of how Teaming with Wildlife funds will be used to create and publicize outdoor
recreational opportunities. It provides information and directions to many areas open to the public for wildlife viewing,
H you have any concerns or questions about Teaming with Wildlife, please feel free to contact one of us or call the
Wildlife Department’s Ron Sutties at 405/521-4616.

Thank you for taking a look at this important initiative. We hope to see your name a.dded to our number soon.

Sincerely,
om
Brian Bristow, President Dave Bemfey, Presiden
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